
Christmas at The Fells: Sleigh Bells Ring… 

 

…are you listening, in the lane, snow is glistening. A beautiful sight, we're happy tonight… 

Calling all sewers, crafters, and woodworkers 

Our very own Fells Elves, led by volunteer Jan Bettencourt, craft and donate beautiful 

holiday décor from mostly natural materials to sell at our Boutique. In 2014, these 

industrious Elves “produced” an assortment of “hit” items that were a sell-out and 

earned $1,000-plus for The Fells! This year, Fells Elves would like to increase their 

inventory and are asking for your help. 

To improve the production process, we hope to “mass produce” the “piece-parts” 

needed for assembling the ornaments and decorations, and the sooner we begin the 

better! To this end, we are seeking both supplies, as well as enthusiastic Elves who can 

work independently from home. 

Here are some examples. 

SUPPLIES 

The supplies we seek include natural items found in the forest or repurposed items from 

your closet! After you have collected your donations, drop off at the Gatehouse. We are 

open Monday through Thursday from 9am-5pm (call ahead, just to be sure). 

 Birch bark, sticks, and small one to two inch diameter trees from the forest. 

 Old wool sweaters, coats, and other clothing for felted ornaments and 

stockings—primary colors and plaids are especially good. 

 Trimmings of all kinds—rickrack, yarn, cording, unusual buttons. 

 

 

 

 

 



WORKING INDEPENDENTLY 

 

Work at home Elves can provide their own supplies, or we can. These elves will: 

 

 Use an x-acto knife or band saw to cut birch bark into shapes like trees, stars, 

birds, and rings. 

 Cut small birch logs and sticks into specified lengths and hollow out with drill 

press. 

 Use table saw, cut dowels or boards into shapes for decorative painting. 

 Cut felted fabric with scissors into shapes using patterns. 

 Use a sewing machine and pattern to create Christmas stocking from felted 

wool. 

 Paint wooden shapes (we provide pattern, shaped wood, and paint). 

 

Are you interested in forming—or becoming a member of—a craft group to work on 

special Elves projects? We are ready to get started anytime you are! To volunteer, call or 

email Jan Bettencourt, 603-763-4185 or jan.bettencourt@gmail.com. You may also 

contact me with any questions. 

We give thanks to our many Elves! 
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